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MINISTERIAL EXPERT PANEL ON VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING — FINAL REPORT 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.03 am]: I rise to table the final report of the ministerial 
expert panel on voluntary assisted dying legislation. In November 2018, I established the panel to provide advice 
to government about the development of safe, compassionate and workable voluntary assisted dying legislation 
for Western Australia. This work was based on the recommendation of the Joint Select Committee on End of Life 
Choices outlined in its report “My Life, My Choice”. The expert panel, chaired by Malcolm McCusker, AC, QC, 
included the expertise of senior palliative care physicians, a former Chief Medical Officer for Western Australia, 
a former chief nurse for Western Australia, a former president of the Australian Medical Association, a law reform 
commissioner, and community representatives. The panel’s final report includes 31 recommendations to help 
inform upcoming voluntary assisted dying legislation, following a period of comprehensive consultation and 
extensive research. The panel held public forums in Bunbury, Broome, Carnarvon, Geraldton, Joondalup, 
Kalgoorlie, Karratha, Maylands, Northam, Mandurah and Murdoch. It ran information sessions in Albany and held 
a webinar session to 15 country towns. People who could not attend consultation sessions had the opportunity to 
participate online or lodge written submissions for consideration by the panel prior to 24 May 2019. There were 
861 people who participated in the process, and 541 people made written, online or email submissions. 
These recommendations address the need for strong safeguards in the assessment of a person’s condition and their 
decision-making capacity, and in all eligibility criteria. The expert panel recommends that to be eligible, a person 
should have an illness, disease or medical condition that will cause their death, and that person’s death should be 
reasonably foreseeable within 12 months. A person also needs to be suffering in a way that cannot be relieved in 
a manner that is tolerable to them. 
The panel has considered the government’s commitment that health practitioners will not be compelled to 
participate, and makes recommendations to address this in a way that does not prevent access for those people who 
are eligible. The panel recommends that practitioners need to be experienced, appropriately qualified and have 
completed mandatory training to coordinate and provide assessments for voluntary assisted dying. The panel also 
makes recommendations about the need for strong and appropriate approvals and reviews, without unnecessary 
delays to access voluntary assisted dying for those who are eligible. 
I would like to sincerely thank the members of the panel for their extensive work and consultation and for their 
careful consideration and deliberations. I now table the report, which is a crucial step towards the future 
introduction of this legislation in Western Australia. 
[See paper 2559.] 
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